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The Life Story of a Novice Female Principal of a Junior High School:

The Critical Hermeneutic Dialogue
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ABSTRACT

The dissertation aims to study the life story of a novice female principal of a junior
high school from the perspective of critical hermeneutic dialogue. Her life story is starting
from her first thought of taking the principal’s exam. The second stage is her pre-service
training of the novice principal. The third stage is her first year experience of being a
female principal. Critical hermeneutic dialogue serves as the methodological foundation
and thus this research can explore a female principal’s experiences and coping strategies in
these different stages of life story. This research is seeking a better way of demonstrating a
life story of one female principal via self-reflection. The ultimate goal of this research is to
encourage excellent female teachers to fully develop their potential and ability and do not
be restricted by their natural gender. To inspire female teachers’ subjectivity and
self-consciousness and pursue a better education environment.

This research discovers the following findings. First of all, the life story of this female
principal is largely influenced by her family and school education. The cross-connected
power of tradition and modern nurtures her tender and persistent attitude. Second, her
character of unwilling to succumb to defeat, she went through a career development path
of being a substitute teacher, a director, and then finally being a principal. These are all out
of her expectation. Second, in the principal training class, she learned a lot from the
examples of master principals and the analyses of personal qualities, the novice principal
creates an ideal principal vision. Third, during her pre-service training process, she
gradually clarifies her cognition of principal’s role in a school, and identifies herself with
the identity of being a principal. Fourth, in the principal selection phase, for the first time,
she uses positive thinking to adjust her attitudes towards the shock of wrong
self-evaluation and the lack of outer relationship. For the second time, she eases the
conflicts between the parent association and teachers association with her humble,
communicable, and service attitudes. In terms of the self-identity of being a novice female
principal, she considers herself as a coordinator of resources and opinions, an inspirer of



teaching enthusiasm, and a career of school accountability. She believes her clear
self-identity is because of her female character. However, as for being the provider of the
latest educational knowledge and being the navigator of the school’s perspective, these two
aspects should be improved due to the unfamiliarity with the school affairs and
environments. The novice female principal’s challenges on schools’ affairs include ten
aspects: the participant of the chairman of parent teacher association, the resistance of old
power, the involvement of outer influence, the interaction with factory owners, the
obstruction of sub-groups, the lack of abundant resources, the unsuitable school culture,
the interaction with the chiefs, the lack of support from parents, and the impact of macro
education policy.

Keywords: Novice Principal, Female High School Principal, Life Story, Critical
Hermeneutic, Principal trains.
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b PLURLAS AR R S IR P IR A AR Rl (Ward, 2003:
20) 2 PURLIIRE fARSBRETHE - [0 ) FOH R - Sl S T
S TR o SERL i S DR R TSR A R
= IV ANEE L - P R pE S W R
REITR 2 AT BRSO VT RS - B SR
S R (R 2002) -
& B PEEE - TR R VR R N S Y
S G T RSBTSRBTS A U
FRUER 2 (L T U (A O B T~ HERRP TVl -5
R T D SR s BT 2002 1 9 5 Aspinwall,1992: 248) 1)
2} l‘{ﬁj}%du& Aﬂl’jrju;\_ﬁﬂﬂiﬁﬂl F Ve ﬁﬁ[[’ﬂjhj\_,ﬁéﬁ@ﬁggﬁw—jﬁ
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AR 5 1920 7 10 BEHUREGIE - il © ¥ RIS O oA
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T 2002) -
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T IJ‘&*:**T)'J"‘%JIEJar AL [ K B EE PTG (2

—

2000 : 273 ; ®= ff_ljﬁs’ 2001 : 109 ;5 Giele & Elder, 1998: 5; Hitchcock & Hughes, 1995: 184 ) °
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EPVERUTEE AL o B g PP ﬁfﬁ%ﬁp@%ﬂjgjﬂ AL (= RIS 2000 ¢
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Hitchcock & Hughes, 1995: 185) « YT %% ﬁ LA ETEU - = BIRLH lﬁ”f*ﬁ%[%wmﬁ ST
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& Hughes, 1995: 185 : Kohli, 1981: 63-64) o [fi| < iy LIfkHffi 750 = o1 3l =~ e
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bl Cedited life history ) = ZEBLA: FUsg) > I') 7 5558V

(=) F=2gpl
Fo= A EU (complete life history ) g:}aﬁgﬂl by & ST L SR 4 lf”;v:ﬁ;, AL
FLEER ~ HIFES S B R S0~ [RRRSORS - RO £ R
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F P R DR RL TR o l*‘ﬁ_pi'l???—‘i%\,lﬁ'lfié e iy BLIPAEES 5 = A
(Ward, 2003: 31) °
(=) AR gl
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Denzin (1989: 49-68 )R]+ i BLFVAEAGE ST 55 Rt > — RL&H!F 192 & (objective,
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P SR
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R}E o
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(6) YREERPR RV > T IREEES PR B g = RSy A «
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(8) MG A B G - T
(9) FUBE (M E F IR Pl > - I'@]%@?U@ﬁ ?ﬁ%ﬁm?*
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VR ITERL S BIPRE Rs A v B g’iﬂil%%ﬁ%/%@ TSGR
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0K IR i
HBIFIEE (object hermeneutics position ) '} BBV 7 58 HE {8 A » Sl Ay
I H- B ?ITI}J - SRR » IS A AR
AT [l ﬁjf ﬁ?ﬁl?“t“?* iT“'T ST SRR F?ﬁ%*'“‘;” &) (truth
and objectivity ) » | ?Fﬁ? d01% Cauthenticity ) = H! {1V BE RPN 2 a1 1=
R IR E NG URNaNE S O SN EJ31I F e PR PR T AL
S H A S 1L 2 RS - PR FL EVRI I T P G e
TR %‘.T%ﬂj’é}ﬂ%ﬁﬂg’ﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬂ “HGEREY TR 4 pVRUN (Denzin, 1989) ¢ i
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B R ) -

(2) AP 47 (narative interviewing strategy ) FAE ARG 21 - IRAs 14

* ffEdiEre
(3) GEPEAEI QSIS 2 (i ]R3 e A @ -

(4) RUFPEREGURE 2 g ™ (RO -
(5) FAH PRI FER BRI R - 2 S [T FHRIRT > S5 H A

n&‘ﬁ?ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ?“ o
(6) Bl R It g BUVIELE i plfoadig s - S 2 b e Rl
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) R
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LEIZY I’EDFZ.E'
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3.kl * 5 3o
PR PORL T MRl PR 2 RIFGRE ) (Denzin, 1989) -
(1) FIPREEPQRL AR TR = R IRiey > 5 IRkl SR g i
eI YA o A [ OPRIE 0 PSP GRLIN P R 1S -
(2) Tglfﬂi ARSI GRYRY o P USRS g lpvE BV IR
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SPQUPIP AR P
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FJF1Z5 PG RS2 R LR e RIS ~ 3T~ ) BRI D[R] SR
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%12 (Lecompte, Preissle, & Tesh, 2003: 167 ; Osler, 1997: 361) = I') ¥ fi2t i plIFeske
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J R T BLPAEE AS PEE R IE  AEEL F%,%lf?#ﬁﬁ’fﬁé? :
TP PR A 7= [[awm@va}ﬁo
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AT BLIPHAE S, PR R P > R ké?fiﬂlé""fﬂfii@%  RLY

ﬂmﬂwg@%#V~’fﬁﬁﬁ%WWﬁ%Qﬂ’Eﬁﬁ%ﬁw¢@~ﬁﬁ@ﬁ
S TN RIS [ et o
1.{ "E'ﬂTJrrFAF[JIE_-,EH J Rl 2 APRAVE I

i ELORL BHSER E € SRR i SRR O *ﬁyﬁ"eﬁ‘ﬁ‘”u_—f#?“q
LSRR TR E—TJFF’?T#%’EF LTI > fe R EPRRIIR H Y R - 2
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Thompson, 1981: 289-304) = S fic " HE( LA ERAORT I - 2 i | UL
E P TPOIRIRATRE - RIfieS ShE e g 5 e (I Tt e - e
VIR R (A P I RS R S ¢
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APV T (5 (2) O R BT L o 80 R ~ RIS ~ = RV
TR B PRI (R POl > DAL TS (R - 5P
F g LIPS LT (ARl > 2001 © 127D 5 (3) Bt pr gl

I PRI Rt o RRITIRA R 1= - 1 ) FERLIEER, I T3 1 =
(Goodson, 1991: 117 : Hitchcock & Hughes, 1995: 217) °

(70 5 PRI i PIS B2 3 ~ AR & #*IJ%'FFUEI@E%%'I‘%\?{%F‘
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ﬂfﬁ@? o PR R T s R GRS -

) PSR B £ T DDA S OssEE s s  f  Basky i

PSR o bl P IS B b PG B SR T 1 R 1) 4
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TSRV RES R RERTR 8 I OER « HrE R ST R
HPRHET R - ST AR e SRS P 2 R RIS SF
[V ol A E U%@rj'%ﬁ/ [ SR SR PRV IV (3T 2670 1996

51 FFEER 0 2000 1 15) -

56
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